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Mountain Trails is an outdoor adventure campsite in the 
Brindabella ranges, between Yass and Wee Jasper. Founded on 
Christian values, Mountain Trails is 90 minutes from Canberra and 40 
minutes from Yass.

Established in 1988, Mountain Trails operates on 3500 hectares of 
land and facilitates a range of programs including school camps and 
school holiday camps as well as catering to community and family 
groups.

Mountain Trails is part of an independent Christian organisation called 
Restoration Enterprises Limited. 

Mountains Trails was the vision of Dr Gary Jones and his wife Ruth. 
Gary is a General Practitioner and works in the Yass District Health 
Service providing medical care at Yass District Hospital.

Ruth and Gary came to faith at Teen Range in the 1970’s and believed 
that God had called them to set-up a similar organisation. With this 
vision in mind, they created a place where youth could experience 
the challenges and adventure that promote resilience and enhance 
growth physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually. 
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Initial funding came from Gary and Ruth and other supporters.

Today Mountain Trails continues to be supported through Gary and 
Ruth’s generosity and through fees charged for camping programs.

Mountain Trails Adventure School has over 35 years of experience in 
outdoor education. Programs include:

• School holiday adventure camps

• School holiday special 
activities such as horse or 
dirt bike riding

• School and education 
groups

• Day and weekend 
adventures on bikes or 
horses

• Church and youth camps.

• A special ‘Life to the Full’ set 
of programs that help Youth 
at Risk and those with 
special needs of all ages.  
Those needing a healthier 
outlook on life.

As a not for profit inter-denominational Christian mission faith is 
important to Mountain Trails.  We firmly believe that following Jesus 
Christ is the best choice anyone can make, and in our School Holiday 
Camps this message is presented in a relevant and understandable 
way. 

Some of the Mountain Trails programs focus on sharing this faith, but 
others like our Life to the Full, Weekend and Schools Programs are run 
on a secular basis.  However, they are all designed to challenge and 
excite; teaching new skills and enjoying the beauty of our location.

Restoration Enterprises has DGR status because of our promotion of 
Mental Health programs.
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The Story of Mountain Trails
Gary Jones

As a 12 year-old boy I was a failure.  I could barely read and teachers 
considered me dumb.  Most sport was a failure.  No hand-eye 
coordination.  The boot never connected to the ball!

My failure as a person was only thinly covered up by being a clown.

My brother and I went to Teen Ranch at Cobbitty, just outside Sydney.  
For the first time I heard the message of Jesus, and I had a time to see 
that the people who were espousing this were genuine and different 
in a wonderful way.

They told me that I was precious to the creator of the universe.

They told me there was a problem with mankind falling short of what 
he meant us to be. (I already knew that).

They told me God had made an amazing sacrifice to fix that problem, 
and all I had to do was accept the gift and follow Him.

That gave me a hope and a future.

From that day, a transformation began in my life; though most sport is 
still beyond me.

More camps, then becoming a teenage volunteer at Teen Ranch, 
encouraged me and helped me deal with the challenges of growing 
up.
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24 years later.

Various events brought me to a crossroads in my life.

I was very comfortable being a local GP in Canberra, beautiful family, 
doing all the things I wanted to do in life.

At the crossroads I felt a call to devote my life to a similar camp 
ministry to Teen Ranch. We started as a group of friends mostly not 
knowing what we were doing, and running our first camp in1988.  All 
put together in a rush, all volunteer amateurs, but with a vision.  A 
vision to impart the same stuff I heard at Teen Ranch.

We discovered that many of the 33 kids on the camp had the same 
hunger for the message.  They also needed a hope and a future.

The campsite we used, then became unavailable but almost 
miraculously we heard of a place for sale at Doctors Flat where we 
are established; almost 3,500 hectares acres of virgin bush, mountain 
ranges, gullies and creeks, as well as being adjacent to adventure 
caves at Wee Jasper.  We were gobsmacked by the potential of this 
place; and we still are.

With the responsibility of this holding we had to become more 
‘professional’ and some had to give up their previous jobs to get a 
temporary campsite established, doing the repairs and maintenance 
that entailed, as well as promoting our programs to have sufficient 
turnover to meet the costs.

School Holiday Camps have always been our bigger programs, and for 
nearly all our programs we were dependant on a band of volunteers 
who were students, teachers, or who took their annual leave to do 
what we were doing.

As you will read, times have changed and we now need to pay 
qualified staff and our MAD Interns to run our camping ministry.

That’s why we have invited you to hear our story.
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Internships and the MAD Program
Mission, Adventure, Discipleship

In the first 20 years of Mountain Trails, it was easier to attract 
volunteers to help run camps. There was a greater mindset within the 
community towards volunteering and people could afford to do so.

But over the past 15 years and especially after Covid, it’s become 
more difficult to attract young people to volunteer. Further study after 

schooling has become increasingly favoured, meaning many young 
people are unavailable, and people are unable to afford time off work 
due to increasing living costs.

However, for Mountain Trails to continue we need staff, and we 
believe our MAD program is one way to do this. (Mission, Adventure, 
Discipleship)

The MAD Program is designed to help young people grow in their 
faith and challenge themselves physically, mentally and spiritually. 
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The aim of the program is to train and equip young leaders in 
camping ministry and for them to discover their giftings and passions. 
Interns have a heavy involvement in our mission, a great opportunity 
to be discipled and to disciple others. 

MAD program participants will be rostered five days a week, three 
days will be part time permanent employment, while the remaining 
two days will be organised training in their selected study area.

So we can continue to run 
our School Holiday camps 
at maximum capacity, we 
need four MAD people and 
several other casual staff. The 
MAD program participants 
add to the strong onsite 
team, but we also require 
qualified casual staff with the 
appropriate qualifications to 
help facilitate larger school 
holiday camps. 

These staff are employed to 
fill a support role, assisting 
in the kitchen, scullery and 
around the campsite, as well 
as camp leader roles, where 
they fill a mentor role for all 
our campers.

Securing the Future  Mountain Trails 2023 mountaintrails.org.au



Andrea’s Story 
From Volunteer to  
Operations Manager

I started at Mountain Trails as a volunteer, 
while completing a placement for my 
university degree, in 2019. While I had been 
involved in small church camps prior to 
coming to Mountain Trails, this is where I truly 
found my passion in Outdoor Recreation and 
Camp Ministry. 

While walking into a campsite for the first 
time, not knowing anyone was a nerve 
wrecking experience, I started to feel at 
home after the first few days. I knew God was 
surrounding the valley and this brought great 
peace to me each time I returned. 

Being a part of this team and the great 
ministry was a blessing, each time I drove 
back into the valley I felt right at home. I have 
been involved with many programs since my 
first-time volunteering and I have provided 
feedback and assistance to the staff team 
where possible. 

The Camps I volunteered for and lead groups 
on, provided such a great amount of growth 
for me. The opportunities may have thrown 
me in the deep end at times but are the 
reason I was able to grow and develop my 
skills. I was able to take away so many life 
lessons and build on the strengths I already 
had. 

In July 2022 I felt called to return to Mountain 
Trails on a permanent basis. While I knew the 
Operations Manager position was a big task, I 
also knew I would have God beside me every 
step of the way. His guidance and direction 
are the reason I was able to step into this role.

Throughout the years I have been coming 
to Mountain Trails, I have seen the impact 
our ministry is having on people’s lives, both 
campers and leaders alike. Being a part of 
providing that opportunity to others gives me 
great encouragement. 

Andrea Wishart

Mountain Trails needs to ‘Secure its Future’ in 
this Mission of growing young lives physically 
mentally and spiritually.

Financially we need a hand.

We are looking to raise $200,000 to continue 
our Mission in its current form. We also 
need some short-term finance for capital 
expenditure, ie, a new (second hand) bus and 
additional accommodation for intern staff.

Many of you have been involved in Youth 
mission (Teen Ranch, YouthWorks, etc.) and 
understand the value of reaching young 
people between the age of eight and 
seventeen years.

We only have a small window, but we do have 
an incredible opportunity.

I know you give generously to both Christian 
and secular missions but right now we need 
your help.

I will be in touch with each of you next week 
to see how you can help ‘Secure the Future’ of 
Mountain Trails.

Thank You

Bruce Munro and the team  
at Mountain Trails

How can you help?


